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 STEALTH TRIM SYSTEM INSTALLATION GUIDELINES 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
Versatex Stealth Trim System was designed and developed with a grooved pocket much like a “J” channel to accept nearly all siding products. 


Much like all Versatex PVC products the Stealth Trim System installs very similar to wood.  The composition of the product allows it to be cut, 


routed, nailed and screwed just as any lumber product utilizing the same tools. The Stealth Trim System carries with it a fully-transferable 30-year 


warranty and does not need to be painted to prevent moisture damage causing rot and decay.  For more information on painting or other 


installation questions, please visit our website www.versatex.com and go to the Product Specification tab and the section titled tech 


info/architectural specifications. Refer to Versatex standard installation guidelines for storage, handling and working with Versatex (Cutting, 


drilling, routing, bonding, filling, etc.). 
 
STEALTH CORNERS: 
Because of its unique design with a built in ¾” deep by ¾” wide pocket the Stealth Corner can accept nearly all siding products and works 


especially well with fiber cement and vinyl siding.   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 
INSTALLATION STEPS: 


�� Before installing your Stealth Corner, be sure the corner of the house is properly prepared to accept it. The corner of the 


building should be square, true and plumb and covered with some form of house wrap, or asphalt felt. The protective barrier 


should extend 4 to 6 inches beyond the outside edges of the corner.  


�� Before installing the corner, run a bead of sealant down the backside of both edges just inside the ¾ x ¾ pocket. The purpose of 


this sealant bead is to provide a positive seal as well as a dam which will prevent water or wind driven moisture from getting 


behind the corner.  


�� Nail the corner the same way you would a standard Versatex corner being sure not to nail through the overhang that conceals 


your siding. Although this overhang piece is ¼” thick, it may break if struck with a hammer. Use stainless steel or hot-dipped 


galvanized fasteners designed for wood trim and siding. Fasteners with thin shanks, blunt points, and full round heads are 


preferred. The fastener must be long enough to penetrate the substrate a minimum of 1 inch. 


�� Place nails a maximum of 24 inches on center. In order to minimize the potential for expansion or contraction, reduce the nail 


spacing to 16 inches on center. 


�� Install siding in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.    
 


STEALTH WINDOW SURROUNDS: 
Like the Stealth Corner, the Stealth Window Surround features a ¾” by ¾” pocket to accept siding products.  Available in both a nominal 4” and 


6” board, the Stealth Window Surrounds can be purchased either with or without a 1 7/8” x 3/16” nailing slot cut into the bottom of the trim piece 


to accept the flange on a new construction window. The Standard Stealth Window Surrounds do not have this nail flange cut out and is used 


 







 


primarily for remodeling jobs where the perimeter trim is being replaced. A third option for your window surround trim is our trim with nail flange 


slot. This is typically used in non-siding applications where the builder prefers to butt up against the Versatex window trim.  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
INSTALLATION STEPS:  


�� Before installing your Stealth Window Trim, be sure the window area is properly prepared to accept it. The window should be 


installed square, true and plumb with the area where the window is to be installed covered with house wrap. Apply a large bead of 


sealant around the window rough opening. Insert the window into the opening pressing the flanges into the bead of sealant. 


�� Once in place, cover the entire nail flange of the window with a rubberized asphalt flashing (i.e. Grace Vycor or equal). The 


flashing should extend out 4 to 6 inches from the frame of the window. Apply the flashing to the bottom of the window first, 


then to the jambs and finally across the head of the window overlapping the flashing at the four corners. At the window header, 


have the flashing fold over and onto the top of the window. This will keep stray rainwater from getting behind the window. 


�� Typical window nailing flanges are approximately 1/8” thick creating an irregular surface for the casing boards or window trim 


making Versatex’s Stealth Trim System with it’s 1 7/8” x 3/16” nail flange reveal ideal for this condition.  


�� Having measured the window, miter cut the Stealth Trim to create a picture frame look with the trim pieces. Before installing 


the Stealth Window Surround Trim, run a bead of sealant down the backside edge just inside the ¾ x ¾ pocket. The purpose of 


this sealant bead is to provide a positive seal of the trim to the wall of the house as well as a dam which will prevent water or 


wind driven moisture from working its way behind the trim.  


�� Nail the Stealth trim the same way you would standard Versatex trim, being sure not to nail through the overhang that conceals 


your siding. Although this overhang piece is ¼” thick, it may break if struck with a hammer. Use stainless steel or hot-dipped 


galvanized fasteners designed for wood trim and siding. Fasteners with thin shanks, blunt points, and full round heads are 


preferred. The fastener must be long enough to penetrate the substrate a minimum of 1 inch. 


�� Place nails a maximum of 24 inches on center. In order to minimize the potential for expansion or contraction, reduce the nail 


spacing to 16 inches on center. 


�� Continue installing the Stealth window trim gluing the mitered corners using a PVC adhesive like Weld-On 705 or equal.        


�� As a precautionary step, bend a piece of light gage aluminum into a “J” and place it in the pocket. Cut the aluminum “J” and 


bend the bottom of it 90 degrees so that it folds down about 1” into the ¾” pocket along both pieces of jamb trim. 


�� If you prefer not to use Stealth trim in the header, use a standard trim board with nail flange slot routing out the edge in the 


miter to accept the siding.  


�� Install the siding around the perimeter of the window in accordance with the manufacturer’s installation guidelines. 


 
 
For additional information on VERSATEX Trimboard products, please contact our Customer Service Department at: 
 


Wolfpac Technologies, Inc. 
111 Leetsdale Industrial Drive, Unit 101 


                                                                Leetsdale, PA 15056 
                                                Tel. No. 724-266-7928 
                                                Fax. No. 724-266-7929 


                                                                E-mail: sales@versatex.com 
           10/18/06 
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Versatex Installation Guidelines
 


Storage and Handling 
• Store Versatex on a flat level surface as it has a 


tendency to conform to the surface on which it is 
stored.  


• Handle Versatex as you would handle lumber to 
avoid damage.  


• Keep Versatex free of dirt and debris. Clean Versatex 
after installation as described below.  


 
Cutting 


• Versatex can be cut using standard woodworking 
tools. Conventional carbide-tipped blades designed 
for cutting wood are preferred. Avoid using fine-
tooth metal-cutting blades.  


• Rough-cut edges are typically caused by excessive 
friction, poor board support, or worn or improper 
tooling.  
 
Drilling 


• Versatex can be drilled using standard woodworking 
drill bits. Do not use drill bits made for rigid PVC.  


• Avoid frictional heat build-up.  
• Remove shavings periodically from a drill hole as 


necessary to avoid heat build-up.  
 
Routing 


• Versatex can be routed using standard woodworking 
router bits. Carbide-tipped router bits are preferred.  


• Routing Versatex provides a crisp, clean edge due to 
Versatex’s consistent density.  
 
Fastening 


• Use stainless steel fasteners designed for wood trim 
and siding. Fasteners with thin shanks, blunt points, 
and full round heads are preferred. The fastener must 
be long enough to penetrate the substrate a minimum 
of 1 ½ inches.  


• Be sure  the fastener has sufficient flexural and 
tensile strength to resist bending,  


• Do not use staples, small brads and wire nails.  Avoid 
using fine-threaded wood screws and ring-shank 
fasteners.  


• Use standard nail guns with a pressure setting 
between 70 psi and 100 psi. The recommended 
pressure depends on the type of gun, type of nail, 
ambient temperature, and the substrate.  Care should 
be taken not to overdrive the nail into the trim. 


 
• Pre-drilling typically is not required unless large 


fasteners are used or the product is installed during 
low temperatures.  


• On trimboard applications, use a minimum of two 
fasteners for every framing member.  Versatex Sheet 
and trimboards 10 inches and wider require 
additional fasteners. See Figure A.  


• Install fasteners no more than 2 inches from the end 
of each board. See Figure B.  


• Avoid fastening Versatex over hollow or uneven 
areas. Fasten Versatex onto flat, solid substrates.  


• 3/8” and ½” thick Versatex Sheet and Beadboard are 
Versatex Sheet are not designed to be ripped and 
used for trim applications. These products must be 
glued and mechanically fastened to the substrate.  
Bonding 


• All bonded surfaces must be smooth, clean, and in 
complete contact with each other.  


• For adhering Versatex to itself, bond joints with PVC 


cement or cellular PVC adhesives to prevent joint 
separation. IPS Weld-On 705 (white) is an excellent 
cement for this application. See Technical Bulletin 
No. 6 for more information on bonding and filling 
applications.  


• Remember that some PVC cements cure quickly (2-3 
minutes) and have a very limited working time. This 
may reduce adhesive strength. 


• Bonded joints should be secured with fasteners on 
each side of the joint to allow for adequate bonding 
time. 


• Scarf cut joints are recommended.  
• If you have butt joints, double nail on both sides of 


the butt joint and reinforce with construction 
adhesive applied to the backside of the trimboards. 


 
 


 


Figure A 
When fastening sheet or timboards 
10” or wider, use more than 2 
fasteners per framing member. 


Figure B 
Place fasteners no more 
 than 2” from end of board. 
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• When bonding Versatex to other substrates, consult 


the adhesive manufacturer to determine suitability. 


• Adhesives alone are not recommended for securing 
Versatex to a substrate.  


 
Expansion and Contraction 
Versatex expands and contracts with changes in 
temperature.  Properly fastening Versatex along its 
entire length will minimize expansion and 
contraction. 


• Allow Versatex to acclimate to outside temperature 
before installing. 


• Allow 3/16-inch space per 18-foot run of Versatex 
for expansion and contraction.  Use a UV resistant 
acrylic based, polymer based, or polyurethane caulk 
to fill any gaps between boards for appearance. 


• Bond joints between pieces of Versatex to eliminate 
separation.  See bonding solutions on page 1. 


• Allow adequate expansion and contraction space at 
the ends of long runs. 


• Product that cannot be face nailed may require 
slightly more room to accommodate expansion. 


• Product facing direct sunlight may be susceptible to a 
larger temperature range. 


• You can restrict product expansion and contraction 
by decreasing the spacing between fasteners to 16” or 
less on center. 


• Utilizing a bevel or shiplap joint, leave a full 3/16” 
gap when installing on a day where temperatures 
range from 25F to 45F. 


• Utilizing a bevel or shiplap joint, butt pieces together 
or leave a small gap when installing on a day when 
temperatures range from 80F to 100F. 
 
Support Spacing 
Versatex must not be used in load bearing 
applications, but it may be used in spanned 
applications such as soffits and ceilings. 
 
For Soffit Installations 


• Use 1-inch nominal products for spans of 16 
inches to 24 inches. 


• When installing Versatex Beadboard, orient the 
Beadboard perpendicular to the surface and fasten 
every 12 inches O.C. or less. 


 
For Ceiling Installations 


• Use a 1-inch nominal products or thicker for spans of 16 
inches to 24 inches. 


• When using Versatex Beadboard or thinner Versatex Sheet, 
fasten every 12” or less. 


• Never span Versatex more than 24 inches. 
• Decrease span to 12” when installation temperature is below 


40°F. 
 
Painting 
Versatex does not require painting for protection. 
If painting is preferred, follow the guidelines below. 
See Technical Bulletin Nos.3, 4, 10 and 12 for more 
information on Versatex paint specifications and application. 


• IMPORTANT - Use 100% acrylic latex or 100% acrylic 
latex with urethane additive paint with a light reflective 
value (LRV) equal to or greater than 55 units. 


• Use specialty paints such as Sherwin Williams VinylSafeTM  


coatings or Blue River Hydro-Flex PIR in applications where 
the paint color has an equivalent LRV less than 55 units. 


• Paints adhere to Versatex longer than wood due to the 
absence of moisture. 


• Follow the paint manufacturer’s surface preparation and 
application recommendations. 


• Be sure the Versatex surface to be painted is clean, dry, and 
free of dirt, loose or peeling paint, mildew, chalk, grease and 
any other surface contaminants before paint application. 
 
Heat Forming/Bending 
Versatex can be easily formed into a variety of shapes by 
heat forming or bending.  See Technical Bulletin Nos.1 and 2 
for more information. 
 
Moisture 
Versatex can be installed at or below grade, as it does not 
absorb moisture.  Versatex is perfect for use in moisture-
prone applications such as garage doorjambs, column wraps, 
ground contact, masonry contact, hot tub surrounds, and 
rooflines. 
 
Molding and Milling 
Versatex can be molded and milled using standard 
woodworking equipment. Multi-fluted carbide bits are 
recommended when molding or milling Versatex. Be sure to 
run test pieces of Versatex to achieve the smoothest finish 
when using woodworking equipment with multiple cutting 
speeds capabilities.  See Technical Bulletin No. 7 for more 
information. 
 
Cleaning 
Versatex may be cleaned with a mild detergent and water.  
Products with pumice, such as Soft Scrub®, may be applied 
with an abrasive nylon brush.  Use a mild household cleaner 
and degreaser like Clorox-Cleanup or Clorox Outdoors for 
more stubborn stains. 





